
The Summer Food Service 
Program, known as Summer 
Eats in Massachusetts, is a 
vital resource for the more 
than 400,000 children across 
the state who qualify for free 
or reduced-price school meals 
during the school year.

The meals and programming 
provided at summer meal sites 
help to ensure that children 
have continued access to 
nutritious food during the 
summer months and can 
return to school healthy and 
ready to learn.

Our Solution

Hunger rises in the summer when children 
& teens lose access to school meals. 
Summer hunger can lead to learning loss and weight gain, 
putting low-income youth at a disadvantage when they 
return to school in the fall.

1 in 3
public school students 
who rely on school 
meals may not know 
where to turn when 
summer vacation 
begins

The problem

Help feed hungry kids 
in your community
> Become a sponsor
> Host a summer meal site
> Promote Summer Eats
See back for details



Want to get involved?
contact the Child Nutrition Outreach Program at Project Bread

3 ways to Help
1. Become a sponsor
A sponsor administers the summer meals program for one or more meal sites. 
A sponsor may be a school district, local government agency, faith-based organization, 
camp, or private non-profit organization. Sponsors are responsible for all financial 
and administrative aspects of the program including hiring, training, and supervising 
program staff, monitoring sites, arranging for meals to be prepared and delivered 
to sites, and submitting reimbursement claims to the Massachusetts Department 
of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE).

2. Host a summer meal site
Summer meal sites are frequently held at pools, parks, schools, community centers, 
religious organizations, libraries, and other locations. While sponsors are responsible 
for coordinating the financial and administrative aspects of the program, meal site 
supervisors are responsible for serving meals while following USDA guidelines and 
recording the number of meals served. Project Bread’s Child Nutrition Outreach 
Program can help you determine if you are eligible to host a meal site.

3. Promote Summer Eats 
Encourage youth in your community to participate in the summer meals program! 
Help us spread the word that anyone in Massachusetts can find the summer meal site 
closest to them in the following ways:

Download
the “SummerEats” 
App for iPhone 
and Android

Visit
www.meals4kids.org

Text
“FOOD” or 
“COMIDA” to 877-877

Call
 1-800-645-8333

Call
(617)723-5000 cnop@projectbread.org

Email

CHILD NUTRITION
OUTREACH PROGRAM


